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From the Senior Warden
Days before the Annual Meeting, John 
Everett, our Sr. Warden, lost his brother, 
Neil, after a long fight with leukemia. John’s 
report, therefore, did not appear in the 
normal Annual Reports. David Lydy, Jr. 
Warden, was able to step up and read John’s 
words, but we thought it important that 
the whole congregation be able to hear what 
he had to say. We encourage you to support 
John and his family in their grief and pray 
for them and for Neil. Here is what he had 
planned to say at the Annual Meeting:

I would like start by thanking all of you for 
being here.  You’re here because you care about 
St. James Church.
To prepare for this speech, I started going 
through all our Spirit newsletters, and I am 
quickly reminded that we are a busy church. I 
am proud to be a part of St. James and who we 
are. I am proud of the way we do God’s work, 
and I am proud of our accomplishments last 
year. But 2017 wasn’t without heartache. we 
had a lot of parishioners pass away. However, 
our parish is strong and healthy.
Last year, the Vestry identified 3 goals. The first 
one was to identify and promote small groups. 
The second was to have another open house, 
and the 3rd was to Partner with Birmingham 
 During a workshop that the Vestry had with 
a representative from the Diocese, we learned 
about the importance of small groups within 
a church. It is in small groups that people 
can get close enough to know each other, to 
care and share, to watch over each other and 
to grow together.  The Vestry identified 29 
small groups here at St. James and we have 
distributed lists of these groups. We will 
continue to support them and periodically ask 
them if they need help. 
 In 2016, we had an open house. I thought it 
was well put together. Everyone was wearing 
St. James T-Shirts. We had paper footprints 
taped to the floor that would show newcomers 
around the church. Unfortunately, nearly no 
newcomers came that day. The Vestry believed 
that it was a good idea to try this again. So, 
we did and added a twist to it. We invited 4 
local service organizations: Micah 6, Pinagree 
Farms, The Empowerment Plan, and South 
Oakland Shelter. Despite a weak turnout, A 

Day to Give Back was a big success and we 
should consider repeating it.
 Our third goal was to Partner with 
Birmingham. Our downtown location is a 
tremendous asset to St. James. The events 
held at Shain Park is a great opportunity 
for us to engage with our community. One 
of my favorite Sundays is when we start our 
service in Shain Park on Palm Sunday, and 
for the second year in row, we have had a 
booth at the Winter Markt. I would like to 
thank our Knitters for all their hard work 
knitting hats and scarfs that we sold.
With that, I want to talk to you about our 
5-year plan. We all know about the turmoil 
before Fr. Josh came to St. James. Largely 
due to the turmoil, our revenue is lower than 
our expenses. Two years ago we said that 
we wouldn’t make any significant budget 
changes for 3 years. Unfortunately, after 2 
years, we haven’t made much progress in 
filling the budget gap. The Vestry and the 
Finance Committee have explored and tried 
several different avenues to increase our 
revenues. We have tried renting our kitchen 
to a restaurant. We have found income by 
renting space for music lessons, and we have 
renegotiated leases on our office equipment. 
All of these efforts are good, but they are just 
not enough.

As we have all heard before, the current level 
of spending is unsustainable. Sometime in the 
next 2 months, the new Vestry will be meeting 
for a retreat to have an honest discussion about 
how we can reduce our expenses. Therefore, in 
order to be faithful to those who have given 
to St. James in both the past and present, the 
vestry plans to consider the budget line by line 
and come up with the best way to bring our 
expenses back into line with our income. The 
decisions won’t be easy, but it is necessary for 
our church that we all love. 
 Lastly, I would like to thank all of you for 
the support you have given to the Vestry and 
myself last year, and I am looking forward to 
serving again this year. 
Thank you.  
—John Everett

The Past Year  in Pictures... 
John Everett comments that he reviewed the past 
year’s Spirit when preparing to write these 
remarks. Here is a small sample in photos of just 
some of our activities this year:  
the Blessing of the Animals, Easter, Souri 
Gaillard of the Thai carry-out Khao San, Liam 
Christianson’s baptism, the Big Event, and 
Winter Markt.
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology 
Prayer and Worship
From the Episcopal Catechism, pg. 856-857 of the Book of Common Prayer

Q What is prayer? 
A Prayer is responding to God, by thought and by deeds, with or without words.
Q What is Christian Prayer? 
A Christian prayer is response to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
Q What prayer did Christ teach us? 
A Our Lord gave us the example of prayer known as the Lord’s Prayer. 
Q What are the principal kinds of prayer? 
A The principal kinds of prayer are adoration, praise, thanksgiving, penitence, 
oblation, intercession, and petition.
Q What is adoration? 
A Adoration is the lifting up of the heart and mind to God, asking nothing but 
to enjoy God’s presence.
Q Why do we praise God? 
A We praise God, not to obtain anything, but because God’s Being draws praise 
from us.
Q For what do we offer thanksgiving? 
A Thanksgiving is offered to God for all the blessings of this life, for our re-
demption, and for whatever draws us closer to God.
Q What is penitence? 
A In penitence, we confess our sins and make restitution where possible, with 
the intention to amend our lives.
Q What is prayer of oblation? 
A Oblation is an offering of ourselves, our lives and labors, in union with Christ, 
for the purposes of God.
Q What are intercession and petition? 
A Intercession brings before God the needs of others; in petition, we present our 
own needs, that God’s will may be done.
Q What is corporate worship? 
A In corporate worship, we unite ourselves with others to acknowledge the 
holiness of God, to hear God’s Word, to offer prayer, and to celebrate the 
sacraments.

 

Lenten Soup Suppers
How do we love our neighbors?
Thursdays February 22 – March 22 6-8pm

Over five Thursdays in Lent we will explore what it means to live into the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. We will address questions like, Who is my 
neighbor? and, How do I best love them? Guest speakers, including Peter 
Hammer from Wayne State University Law School, will talk about the plight 
of different groups and individuals in Southeast Michigan. They will help us see 
both demographic trends, how we fit into the equation, and what the people of 
God might be able to do about it. The full schedule will be available soon. We 
encourage you to take this time during the solemn season of Lent to join us in 
learning, in good food, in conversation, and in examining how we can continue 
to grow into our role as Christ’s disciples in the world.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org

After singing beautifully through Advent and Christmas, I am grateful that our 
choirs are continuing unabated through this cold but inwardly warm Epiphany. 
Thanks to our St. James Ringers, who rang “Exultate” to bring in the new year, 
and for playing on January 28; also to our instrumentalists this month—Steve 
Wogaman for his rousing piano accompaniment to the gospel-style anthem 
“Walk in the Light” on January 14 – and to Gabe Hennebury for treating the 
congregation to one of Bach’s most beautiful pieces, the prelude to his first cello 
suite, on January 21.

Coming up soon, on February 14 at 7 p.m., the St. James Choir will sing for 
the late Ash Wednesday service at the church. Then, on March 4 at 4 p.m., the 
choir will offer choral evensong, always a serene and peaceful way to begin the 
week, and one I hope many of you can participate in. The choir is already start-
ing work on a concert in late April that will include the famous Gloria setting 
by Vivaldi, and the choristers have started to rehearse a short musical for early 
May. 

Every blessing,

– Glenn Burdette

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of December. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
December Income  $ 65,5339  $ 45,863  $ 19,676
YTD Income  $ 504,604  $ 518,100  $ -13,496
YTD Expenses  $ 721,519  $ 745,614  $ -24,095  
YTD Total: $10,599 better than budget
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 183,700   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 183,700 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,000
Notes:  Budgeted operating deficit for the year was $43,814, real operating deficit was 
$33,215. Thanks to market performance and a generous donation, we ended the year about 
$324,000 to the good.

Vestry Update
At their January meeting, the vestry:
• Approved spending of money from a donation to replace the church’s 
server and upgrade staff computers
• Heard reports from Property and Nominating Committees
• Discussed Christmas services and possible changes for next year
• Received an update on the search for a new Preschool Director
• Asked Property Committee to get quotes for new Handicap Accessibility 
on Martin St. doors.
• Gave time for final comments from members rotating off of vestry.

Congratulations to our new Vestry members, elected at the Annual Parish 
Meeting January 28: 
 Bill Booth  Michele Wogaman
 Julee Parker  Bill Ward

Thank you for your willingness to serve!

Adult Forum 
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge

Adult forum will wrap up our 
Epiphany course on issues of 
displaced peoples and refugees on 
Sundays February 4 and 11. Dur-
ing our final session we will discuss 
next steps, and ways we can make 
a difference as individuals and as a 
congregation.
During Lent, Adult Forum will be 
using the book, Conversations with 
Scripture: The Gospel of Mark, by 
Marcus Borg. Throughout Lent we 
will use this book as a companion to 
help us walk through Mark’s gospel 
even as we are hearing it read on 
Sunday mornings. Borg will chal-
lenge us to go more deeply into the 
text, to see Jesus in his first century 
environs, and to ask ourselves what 
it means to be this man’s disciples. 
We will cover a chapter per week, 
using discussion questions in the 
book to help us wrestle with the 
text and learn from each other. We 
encourage you to make this book 
and discussion a part of your Lenten 
discipline this year.
Books are on sale now at $15 a copy. 
See Fr. Josh or Peggy John to pick 
one up.  

Many thanks ...to our new Vestry 
members, Bill Booth, Julee Parker, 
Bill Ward, and Michele Wogaman! 
In addition to thanking the new 
vestry members for being willing to 
serve, we would also like to thank 
the Nominating Committee who 
brought them to us. Vestry repre-
sentatives to the nominating 
committee were David Lydy and 
Nathan Schmidt. At-large mem-
bers were Shay Pendray, Angie 
Righter, and Lou Simpson. We 
thank them for bringing us such a 
great slate..
...and to Jason Schwenke, who has 
agreed to serve as Treasurer! 
Additional thanks to Katy Noser 
for her devoted service in that role 
the past few years.
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SOUPERBOWL OF CARING 
Sunday, February 4th 2018

Over 160 million Americans 
will tune in to the Super 
Bowl football game. There 
will be parties with abundant food, friendship, and fellowship. At the same 
time, there will be people worrying about staying warm, finding shelter and a 
warm meal. Please join young people around the country as they demonstrate 
God’s love by loving their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a 
simple yet significant act of caring for others.  Drop $1 (or more – you will even 
be able to use your credit card) in the soup pot as you leave worship on Febru-
ary 4. Our young people are developing hearts for giving that can last a lifetime.  
Please support their efforts and help us ‘tackle hunger’ this year.

From the Associate 
for Formation and 
Outreach
CHRIS GANNON—ext. 7203 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

SCOUT SUNDAYS 
February 4 is the day designated by 
the Boy Scouts of America as Scout 
Sunday, where we recognize the 
contributions of young people and 
adults to Scouting. The Scout Sun-
day tradition was started to make 
people in houses of worship aware 
of Scouting, and to allow Scouts to 
live out their “Duty to God” pledged 
each week. 
Mark your calendars for March 11 
if you are a Girl Scout and plan on 
wearing your uniform. 
Please let Pastor Chris know if you 
are involved with scouts and plan on 
joining us on these Sundays. We are 
proud of all of our scouts!

G.A.P. – God’s Awesome People
G.A.P., our Middle and High 
School youth, will meet on Sunday, 
February 4 and February 18  from 
1-3 p.m. for an afternoon of fellow-
ship and fun!  That’s the first and 
third Sundays from 1-3 p.m. How 
easy is that to remember?

ACOLYTE TRAINING
Sunday, February 11 after the 10:00 service 
Becoming an acolyte is a great way 
to get involved and to learn more 
about Episcopal worship. Acolyte 
service is open to anyone in fourth 
grade or above. In addition to the 
training of new acolytes, there will 
training for ALL on “Know Your 
Equipment.” Training and practice 
are important so that we are able to 
work together—so that we under-
stand each other’s roles and duties. 
ALL current acolytes, including 
subs, are expected to attend. It will 
be fun, we promise! There will be 
snacks, for sure! Contact Pastor 
Chris if you have any questions or 
concerns! 

Lent Madness 2018 
The Saintly Smackdown is Back!
By now you’ve heard that Ash Wednesday and Val-
entine’s Day coincide this year. The real Lenten love,  
however, kicks off the next day on February 15. Why? 
Because for the ninth year running, people of faith 
are gearing up for Lent Madness, the beloved “saintly 
smackdown!” With its unique blend of competition, learning, and humor, Lent 
Madness allows participants to be inspired by the ways in which God has 
worked through the lives of saintly souls across generations and cultures. 
Throughout Lent, thirty-two saints will do battle to win the coveted Golden 
Halo. Based loosely on the NCAA basketball tournament of a similar name, 
this online devotion pits saints against one another in a bracket as voters choose 
their favorites throughout this penitential season.
Here’s how to participate: on the weekdays of Lent, information is posted at  
www.lentmadness.org about two different saints. Each pairing remains open 
for 24 hours as participants read about and then vote to determine which saint 
moves on to the next round. Sixteen saints make it to the Round of the Saintly 
Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the 
Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted 
Golden Halo.
The first round consists of basic biographical information about each of the 32 
saints. Things get a bit more interesting in the subsequent rounds as we offer 
quotes and quirks, explore legends, and even move into the area of saintly kitsch.
This year Lent Madness features an intriguing slate of saints ancient and mod-
ern, Biblical and ecclesiastical. 2018 heavyweights include John the Evangelist, 
Margaret of Scotland, Richard Hooker, Katharina von Bora, and the apostles 
Peter and Paul.
The full bracket is online at the Lent Madness website www.lentmadness.org 
and, while not necessary to participate, you can order The Saintly Scorecard: The 
Definitive Guide to Lent Madness 2018 at www.forwardmovement.org or pick 
one up at church while supplies last. This companion guide includes biographies 
of all 32 saints, a full-color bracket, information about how to fully participate, 
and a series of Pocket Lent trading cards.
If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally 
goofy, and always joyful, join the Lent Madness journey. Lent needn’t be all 
doom and gloom. After all, what could be more joyful than a season specifically 
set aside to get closer to Jesus Christ?
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
Tuesday, February 13, 5-6:30 p.m.
Join us on this the traditional last day of “fat eating” or “gorging” before the 
fasting period of Lent. This year some of the pancakes might even be in the 
shape of hearts as Shrove Tuesday falls on the night before Valentine’s Day. Fr. 
Josh and Pastor Chris will announce their Lent Madness picks for this year’s 
“Golden Halo.” Come and fill out YOUR bracket and join the fun. Suggested 
donation is $10 per family; $5 for individuals. You can sign up online or in 
Centennial Hall to help as well as to attend.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 14 – Holy Eucharist at 7am, 12pm, and 7pm
On Ash Wednesday, we turn our focus from Epiphany light to the darkness of 
the cross. During the season of Lent we will journey to that cross with Jesus, 
and the Ash Wednesday liturgy helps us start that journey. By admitting to our 
mortality and need for God, we start to prepare ourselves for the joy of Easter 
resurrection. We hope you will join us at one of our Ash Wednesday services 
as we begin our Lenten observance and Easter preparation together. While the 
7am service is spoken and the others have some music, all three include both 
the imposition of ashes and Holy Eucharist.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS ON THURSDAY EVENINGS!
Thursdays beginning February 22 in Centennial Hall
It’s not too early to start making soup and cookies for the Lenten Soup Suppers 
here at St. James.  As in the past, our Lenten Series will include a simple meal 
of soup, salad, bread and cookies. That’s where YOU come in!  Members of the 
parish contribute the soup and cookies. The soup can be homemade or it can 
be purchased at Costco or Gordon Foods. Both stores carry a variety of frozen 
concentrates which will serve a large number of people.  You can make a batch 
of soup NOW and freeze it until the end of the month. There are also several 
other ways to help with the suppers. Sign-up sheets are available in Centennial 
Hall describing how to participate. Many thanks! 

LENTEN EDUCATION FOR OUR YOUTH
What Do You Stand For?
During Lent our youth (all ages) can gather on Thursday nights, after having 
feasted at the Soup Supper, to explore what you stand for – and what you won’t 
stand for. Together we’ll share our talents, abilities, skills, and interests. We 
might journal or debate. We’ll watch some video clips and listen to some  
music. We’ll spend time creating and reflecting on these topics:
   Thursday, February 22nd  – Caring

Ashes to Go!
St. James will again offer Ashes to Go to those whose commute takes them by 
our church. This is a way for us to be out in the community offering our pres-
ence, our concern for our neighbors’ spiritual welfare, and a service to those who 
are unable to make it to church on this day when we begin our Lenten journey. 
This offering does not replace full participation in the Ash Wednesday service 
but can help remind the world around us that the church is entering a solemn 
time. This will be the third year that we have offered ashes in this fashion and 
it has enabled us to start several conversations with those who might otherwise 
completely ignore our presence in downtown Birmingham. We hope our mem-
bers will attend one of the services on Ash Wednesday and pray for those who 
receive ashes in this way and all of us as we work to strengthen our relationship 
with God during this season.

   Thursday, March 1st –  Forgiveness
   Thursday, March 8th – Relationships

   Thursday, March 15th  –  Respect
   Thursday, March 22nd –  Peacefulness

Eucharistic Minister / 
Visitor Class
Sat., Feb. 24, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
St. Stephen’s, Troy

The Rev. Susan A. Williams, Rector 
of St. Stephen's, Troy, is offering a 
class for anyone interested in being 
licensed as Eucharistic Minister (who 
serve the Wine during Communion) 
or Eucharistic Visitor (who bring 
the Sacrament to the homebound). 
There is plenty of room, so if you have 
anyone who needs training, they are 
welcome. This class will cover Eucha-
ristic theology, canonical and rubrical 
matters, and practical advice with 
Q & A. Your practicum will happen 
here at St. James. EMs and EVs are 
also required to take the Diocesan 
training, Safeguarding God’s Chil-
dren (online).  If you’re interested, let 
Pastor Chris or Fr. Josh know, and  
RSVP by email or phone: 248-641-
8080 or rector@ststephenstroy.org

Adult Formation  
Opportunity
Learn more about God and the church 
during Lent
Sunday Evenings Feb. 11 – March 25
Some of the most dynamic speakers 
in the Episcopal Church are offering 
their teaching and insight during the 
season of Lent as part of a live online 
course called Sacramentum: Forming 
Sacred Community to Explore Jesus. 
The course is designed for anyone 
who is seeking a deeper understand-
ing of the Christian faith and avail-
able to people around the world. You 
can attend as an individual from your 
own home, or a group from St. James 
could meet at the church and take 
it together. The cost is $99 which 
St. James’ Adult Formation can help 
cover. Pastor Chris will be taking 
the course, and would love to discuss 
it with folks from St. James! Please 
contact Fr. Josh if you are planning to 
take the course or are interested. To 
learn more or register, you can go to 
the website:  
https://www.churchnext.tv/library/
sacramentum-2018/67352/about/ 
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
This time of year it seems like a lot of us spend time talking and thinking about 
things like the flu, how not to break our necks on the ice, the cost of heating 
our houses, shoveling…in other words, all the negatives of winter. Well, it’s easy 
to forget all the good things of winter – unless of course you’re a preschooler 
and all things icy and snowy are refreshing! Recent explorations of wintery 
things like ice sculptures, hibernation, penguins, bird feeders, and snowmen, 
have warmed their little hearts and minds. Ah… to be 2, 3, or 4 again. So, if 
you’re in the winter doldrums, stop by the preschool and get a boost in attitude! 
In January, we had a real hedgehog visit each classroom to everyone’s delight! 
Early in February, the children will check on the groundhog and his shadow! 
We will have a dentist come to talk, as well as vision screening by the health 
department.
We will visit Baldwin House to do a Valentine’s Day project with the residents. 
A special afternoon is planned for everyone to attend a program, “Dan Briere 
and his Little Creatures.” And each child will have art work displayed this 
month in the Youth Room of Baldwin Library, so be sure to check that out!
We continue to fundraise for St. James Preschool so that we may provide all the 
resources, training, and materials needed to give each child the best experience 
we can. Our event Girl’s Night Out (GNO) this year will be on Friday, March 
2nd at 7 p.m. We had a nice turnout of St. James parishioners last year and 
hope to see that number grow. Look for a flyer with details in Centennial Hall, 
and at the Chester Street entrance across from the Preschool office.

A visit from a hedgehog!

Save the date! YAYA 
(Youth and Young 
Adults) at General Con-
vention 2018 
July 5th – 10th, Austin, TX

General Convention is the main 
gathering of the Episcopal Church, 
which occurs every 3 years – and 
2018 is one of those years! This 
year’s General Convention will be 
held in Austin, TX the first two 
weeks in July. This event is not like 
E.Y.E. or a diocesan youth event; it 
requires a commitment to operating 
in an adult environment and learn-
ing about the intricacies of how the 
Episcopal Church governs itself.
Studies have shown that the more 
involved you are with your church 
when you’re young, the more likely 
you are to stay involved as you get 
older. At General Convention, our 
young people will be able to see the 
“who, what, when, where and why” 
behind the self-governing process of 
the Episcopal Church - and experi-
ence the abundant faith and love.
We will be traveling to Austin by 
airplane and attending the General 
Convention from Thursday, July 5th 
to Tuesday, July 10th. This excursion 
is open to those who have com-
pleted the 8th grade (summer 2018) 
through the age of 22. The cost is 
TBD but financial aid will be avail-
able. There will be a mandatory ori-
entation TBD. Pastor Chris AND 
Fr. Josh are two of the three adult 
leaders taking the group so they 
would LOVE to have some youth 
from St. James share this experience. 
Let Pastor Chris know that you are 
interested.
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Meet Your New Vestry Members!
William (Bill) Booth
Ann and I have been at St. James since 1971. We are 
life-long Episcopalians. Our four children were very 
involved in the church’s activities as they grew up here 
at St. James. I have previously served several terms as a 
Vestry member, and helped to formulate the Parish 
Fund that was adopted by St. James. My involvement 
at St. James has included serving as an usher, as co-
chair of the architectural committee for the church’s 
remodeling, and on various ad hoc committees.
I am a graduate of the University of Michigan and the 
University of Detroit School of Law, and have prac-
ticed with the Plunkett Cooney law firm for 56 years as 
managing partner and as the professional corporation’s 
president. I am currently “of counsel” to the firm.
What do I bring to the St. James Vestry? I have a 
reputation as a team-builder and a problem solver. I 
relish that opportunity, and would like to thank the 
Nominating Committee for including me as a candi-
date for the Vestry.
Julee Parker
Bob and I have been St. James parishioners since 1979. 
My involvement here has included South Oakland 
Shelter, serving meals and working to organize the 
library at the Baldwin Center, coordinating volunteers 
for the long-ago Antique Show, and serving on Altar 
Guild. I am also one of the Saturday morning knitters, 
and Bob and I love taking part in the Early Bird 
service on Wednesday mornings. We also enjoy work-
ing with the students and staff as we tutor at Green-
field Union Elementary School. Professionally I was a 
high school English teacher and librarian, and am now 
retired. I look forward to serving St. James, a commu-
nity that had been such a positive part of my life!

Bill Ward
I’m Bill Ward, a life-long Episcopalian, and a member of the  
St. James family since 1957. My brother and I were confirmed 
here, and my parents are here in the columbarium. While in 
graduate school, I met and married a wonderful person, Nancy 
Kiefer.  We were married at St. John’s in Royal Oak but soon 
transferred to St. James. Our children were baptized and 
confirmed here, our daughter was married here, and our grand-
children were baptized here and attend St. James Preschool.  
At St. James I have served as an usher, a lector, a Eucharistic 
Minister, and a Property Committee member.  By training, I  
am a geologist. I’ve worked for the U. S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers as a physical scientist, General Motors and Chrysler, 
Albert Kahn Associates, and most recently with a subsidiary  
of Burns & McDonnell Engineers as a senior technician for 
building decontamination and demolition projects. I was elected 
to the Vestry in 2016 but was called away by my employer to 
oversee a major environmental project on the east coast for most 
of 2017.  I believe I owe St. James a full term of Vestry service 
and would ask congregation to allow me to serve.
Michele Wogaman
I am a native Minnesotan. After college, I became an avoca-
tional alto with the Louisville (KY) Bach Society, serving as 
their board chair and educational coordinator for a time. I then 
joined New Performing Arts as Program and then Executive 
Director. This is also where I met Steve. There are three daugh-
ters in our family – Pinkney, Emily, and Debbie. I have been 
involved in educational non-profit management with organiza-
tions in Ann Arbor. I have served as Senior and Junior Warden, 
Secretary to the Vestry, and delegate to diocesan convention in 
several parishes, and as a member of clergy search, profile, and 
discernment teams. I have been a lector, Education for Ministry 
mentor, member of choirs, altar guilds, as well as community 
outreach, adult formation, and spirituality groups. I feel deeply 
privileged to be a part of the St. James Episcopal community 
and am looking forward to contributing to the work of the 
Vestry at St. James.

Welcoming Claire Margaret Osikowicz into the Household of God
Claire, daughter of Bryant and Lisa 
Osikowicz and sister of Elizabeth, was 
baptized on January 7 as we celebrated 
the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. 
Margo and Jim Campbell are her 
proud grandparents.
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, Maritza, 
David, Mark Principe, John Slocum, Meghan Baxter, Pat Smith, Claire, Kathy 
and Jim, Nev Curtis, Ed Proctor, Frank Wilson, Lucy.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Jill, Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy Hoeffler, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha 
Pastor, Dot and Dave, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, 
the Jensen family, James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin 
Ziogas, Eula Fyke, James, George Stannis, John and Sue Womack, Anne, 
George, Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, Isabel Ziogas, Elsie Overy, Sharon King , Jon 
Wickens.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Brian 
Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange. 
IN MEMORIAM:  Neil Everett.

Lent and Holy Week
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Tuesday, February 13, 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Services 
February 14 
7:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
8:00-9:00 a.m. Ashes to Go 
12:00 noon in the Chapel 
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Lenten Soup Suppers  
Thursdays in Lent, 6:00-8:00 p.m.: 
February 22 
March 1 
March 8 
March 15 
March 22

Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday, March 25 
Holy Eucharist with palms proces-
sion and Passion Gospel 8:00 and 
10:00 a.m.

Holy Monday, March 26 
Holy Eucharist 7:00 p.m.

Holy Tuesday, March 27 
Holy Eucharist 7:00 p.m.

Holy Wednesday, March 28 
Tenebrae–7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday, March 29 
Agape Meal and Holy Eucharist 
6:00 p.m.

Good Friday, March 30 
Good Friday Liturgy, 12:00 p.m.

The Great Vigil of Easter, March 31 
Saturday, 7:00 p.m.

Easter Morning, April 1 
Holy Eucharist, 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.

Mark your Calendar
Boy Scout Sunday 
Sunday, February 4

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, Febrary 4, 1-3 p.m.

All Saints’ Guild Valentine’s Bake Sale 
Sunday, February 11 during Coffee Hour

Acolyte Training 
Sunday, February 11 following the 10 a.m. 
service

G.A.P. 
Sunday, February 18, 1-3 p.m.

Eucharistic Ministers & Visitors Class 
Saturdday, February 24, 9:30 a.m.-12p.m. 
St. Stephen’s, Troy 
Led by the Rev. Susan A. Williams
Girls’ Night Out 
Friday, March 2 
A fun night out to benefit the  
Preschool. Tickets are $30.  
See Shar Wickens for information.

Speak Up. Show Love. 
Saturday, March 10th from 10am to 3pm 
St. Paul’s, Brighton 
“Speak Up. Show Love.” is an event 
designed to give middle and high 
school students an opportunity to 
discover and practice ways of show-
ing love and support to those who are 
being discriminated against, as well as 
ways to be positive messengers of love 
in a world that is increasingly show-
ing hate. We’ll meet at the church at 
9am to travel together to Brighton.  
We also welcome parents and other 
adults to come and experience the 
day alongside their students.  Join us 
for a day of Light, Love and En-
couragement. Please let Pastor Chris 
know that you will be attending.
Girl Scout Sunday 
Sunday, March 11

YAYA (Youth and Young Adults)  
at General Convention 
July 5 - 10, Austin, TX

Pastoral Care to the Homebound
We love to share our Sunday Bulletin “care package” with those who we know are 
homebound or otherwise not physically able to come to St. James on Sundays or 
Wednesdays. This package includes the bulletin, The Light and any other inserts. 
If you know of someone who cannot attend our services, please call the Church 
Office to let us know, and we will add them to our list.


